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…all qualitative approaches can be 
enhanced by the use of memos. 
Unfortunately, many researchers fail to 
capitalize on this valuable tool with absent or 
substandard memoing being a major 
shortfall of most qualitative research studies 
(Clarke, 2005) 

Fakta tentang memo…



Di akhir presentasi saya, 
saya ingin Anda memberikan kesimpulan: 
Apa kegunaan memo di dalam penelitian
saya?

Tugas Anda…



1. What: Apakah memo itu?
2. Why: Dasar Filosofi
3. How: Prinsip Dasar Memo
4. When: Kapan Melakukan Memo
5. Implementing memo in my research

Mau ngobrolin apa?



WHAT: Apakah memo itu?

A place to “dump your brain”
•Phenomenon
•Research process
•The participants
•The data

(Saldana, 2009)

“Memos are sites of conversation with 
ourselves…” 

(Clarke, 2005, p. 202)



WHAT: Apakah memo itu? (2)

A reflective research diary

“Thinking critically about 
what you are doing and 
why, confronting and 
often challenging your 
own assumptions, and 
recognizing the extent to 
which your thoughts, 
actions and decisions 
shape how you research 
and what you see” (Mason, 
2002, p. 5) 



WHY: Dasar Filosofi

Interpretivism: knowledge is gained through 
interpretation of the world or behavior 
resulted from interactions between people 
and its world.  

Verstehen: Emphatic understanding of the 
lived experiences of people (De Voset al., 
2011b:8; Neuman, 2011:101).



HOW: Prinsip Dasar Memo

Continuing          Iterative Reflective



WHEN: 
Kapan Melakukan Memoing?

Memo writing throughout

Literature understanding 
throughout

Troughout the 
research 
process



Implementasi dalam
Penelitian



Judul Penelitian: 

Inner Transformation:
Exploring the 
Interrelationship 
between Transformative 
Learning and 
Religiosity among 
Change Agent 
Educators in Indonesia 

Background

Method

Result



(2)

Result



Date Memo Type Intent Comments
…… Operational memo

for exploring
research problem

1. To clarify my
understanding
about research
problem

Ira, what is research problem? What is research problem
for PhD study? How does this differ from master or
bachelor degree research project?
-a definite or clear expression about an area of concern,
-a condition to be improved upon,
-a difficulty to be eliminated,
-a troubling question that exists in scholarly literature, in
theory, or within existing practice that points to a need for
meaningful understanding and deliberate investigation.

How to focus my research problem when reading journal
articles?

Working on the Research 
Problem using Memo

Reflective, critical & purposive journal article reading



Date Memo Type Intent Comments
…… Theoretical memo

for exploring
research problem

1. To find research
problem

Can I use Dirkx? How can I use Dirkx?
•Dirkx & Transformative Learning
•Dirkx & Religion
•Dirkx & Spirituality
•Dirkx & Christianity (other religions)
•Dirkx & Belief
•Dirkx & Faith

Why did Dirkx discuss less about religion?
-Dirkx’s concern is not on religious issue, even though he
mentioned that religion/spirituality is one factor of non-
rational transformative learning. On my “hunting” about his
idea of religion, I finally found one important article.

Working on the Research 
Problem using Memo (2)

Bagaimana cara saya 
memperoleh “theoretical 
gap” ini?



Date Memo Type Intent Comments
…… Theoretical memo

for exploring
research problem

1. To find theoretical
gap

Dirkx: I am not advocating that we adopt a religious
view of learning
•This is the only comment I found about Dirkx & religion.
•Dirkx values religion and spirituality as significant factors of
learning: The personal factor.
•What does the sentence: “I’m not advocating” means?
Does this refer to Dirkx’s reluctant to explore
religious/spiritual aspects in learning?
•What is Dirkx’s spiritual belief background? To know Dirkx’s
spiritual belief background might help to understand his
interest in transformative learning.





Working on Interview Protocol & 
Term Religion using Memo

Help me to 
construct 
interview 
protocol

Later, on Chapter 3, I 
discussed issue on 

Religion vs. Spirituality 
using Pargament’s 

theory



Working 
on 

Coding 
using 
Memo

This memo helping 
me to decide the 
coding name for 
the phenomenon of 
miracle.



Working 
on Core 

Category 
using 
Memo



Apa kesimpulan dari kegunaan memo di 
dalam penelitian saya?

Tugas Anda…




